
"Restoring What Sin Destroyed"
Ezra 9-10; Nehemiah 8-9

Take personal responsibility for our shared responsibility to be the people of God (Ezra 7:10; 9:5-6; 10)
Ezra 7:10 tells us all that we really need to know about Ezra. He was a man who had committed his life 

to knowing God's Word, and as important as this was, what was more important is that Ezra had also 
committed himself to doing God's Word and to teaching others about God's Word. In other words, Ezra was 
the real deal. He was committed to living His life for God and leading others to do the same, and because of 
that, God sent him back to the returned exiles in Jerusalem because they needed to be reminded of what living 
for God looks like. When Ezra heard and saw the way that the Jewish people were living, not following God's 
basic design for their marriages and their families, Ezra was broken hearted. He mourned over the condition of 
God's people, and he cried out to God on behalf of his people. What Ezra didn't do, however, is to point his 
finger and to cast all of the blame on others and none of the blame on himself. Instead, Ezra took personal 
responsibility for the condition of God's people. Ezra understood that as God's people, we're all connected and 
we all have a shared responsibility to God and to each other.
1. Do you think all of God's ministers like Ezra need to commit to what Ezra 7:10 tells us that Ezra was 

committed to in his life? Why?
2. Read 1 Peter 2:5 and 9. What do these verses call all of us who have put our faith in Jesus Christ? With 

this in mind, is Ezra's commitment equally important for all of us as believers?
3. Think (do not share names) about someone in our faith family who is not living in obedience to God in their 

life. Discuss these question: Have you ever prayed for them? Do you think you -- we -- as believers have 
any responsibility in what's going on in their lives?

Make right the things that have been done wrong as the people of God (Ezra 10:4; 11; 19)
As Ezra had committed himself not only to knowing God's Word but also to do and to teach others to do 

God's Word, Ezra put feet to his prayers. Ezra knew what needed to be done. It wouldn't be easy. It would be 
messy and difficult, but it had to be done. To mourn over disobedience but not to change in order to be 
obedient doesn't make sense. God's people had to make right the things that they had done wrong. God's 
people had to make changes -- hard changes -- so that they would not continue to live in sin in their lives. So 
Ezra did what he knew God's Word required. Ezra taught others to do what he knew God's Word required, 
which was to fix the problem that they had created in their marriages and in their families that would inevitably 
lead God's people away from truly being committed to Him in their lives.
1. Many times we know what needs to be done about a particular sin in our lives, but are we willing to deal 

with it to make it right? Have you faced this difficulty in your life? If you're willing, share your testimony with 
the group.

2. What price have you had to pay (socially, relationally, etc.) to make something right in your life?
3. What does it takes to make the tough decisions and to do the difficult things to make things right? Make a 

list of qualities/attitudes and actions that are needed.
4. Remember God's people did this together and not just individually. Thank God for your Connect Group, 

and pray for those who aren't connected to other believers in a way that encourages obedience to God.



Listen to the Word of God in order to know what it looks like to be the people of God (Neh. 8:1-8)
If people don't consistently listen to the Words of God they will consistently fall away from the Word of 

God in their lives. This has been seen throughout the history of the Jewish people, and it continues into the 
lives of the returned exiles in Jerusalem during the time of Nehemiah. In Nehemiah 8, a beautiful thing 
happens. The Word of God is read and explained to the people. For hours they listen to the commands and the 
laws of God for their lives, and as they listen to the Word of God, something happened in their lives. A time 
would come for fasting and confession, but the reality was that this opportunity to listen to God's Word and to 
understand God's desire for their lives was an incredible gift and blessing from God! In the midst of their 
conviction, they now knew what it looked like to be God's people.
1. Ezra and the other leaders had a responsibility to bring the Word of God to the people, and for years this 

responsibility had been neglected. What role does the church still have today in bringing God's Word to the 
people? Can you find any passages in the New Testament that address this issue?

2. The people also had a responsibility, which was to listen! They listened for hours as God's Word was read 
and explained. Today, individuals still have this same responsibility. What helps you remember and fulfill 
this responsibility in your life? Are there some tools or practices that help you listen to God's Word 
consistently?

3. Does anyone have a testimony of how they once drifted away from obeying God's Word because they had 
stopped listening to God's Word for a period of time in their lives? If so, share your testimony. How did God 
get you to start to listening to Him again?

Respond to the Word of God with joy and commitment as the people of God (Neh. 8:9-10; 9:1-3; 38)
The people began to realize how their lives didn't match-up with God's design for their lives as His 

people. The people, according to Nehemiah 8:11, had become upset and were mourning because of the reality 
of the sin in their lives, but what's amazing is that Nehemiah and Ezra told the people not to mourn! That 
moment of conviction meant that God loved them enough to tell them the truth. That moment of conviction 
meant that God hadn't given up on them but was giving them an opportunity to get things right in their lives. So 
in the midst of conviction, the people were supposed to rejoice! In the midst of feeling broken over their 
mistakes, the people were supposed to celebrate! Why? Because God was at work in their lives. So while they 
responded in joy because God had spoken to them, they also prepared to respond in commitment because 
God had spoken to them. His Word had made clear the things in their lives that were not in obedience to His 
design for their lives. So they had a choice: Continue in disobedience or repent and commit to obedience to 
God in their lives. With joy, the people committed themselves to obedience in response to God's Word to them.
1. Wow! The people had started to mourn because of the sin in their lives, but then the leaders told them not 

to mourn! It was a day to rejoice and celebrate because God had spoken to His people; God was restoring 
something that disobedience had destroyed! Have you ever experienced joy and celebration in the midst of 
God's conviction of sin in your life?

2. Take a minute to celebrate (in testimonies, in prayer, in praising the Lord...) how God loved all of us enough 
to speak truth into our lives when we didn't deserve it.

3. In what way is God's Word speaking to you at this time in your life? Are there things that are wrong that you 
need to make right? Have a time of silent prayer and reflection in your group, and encourage everyone to 
write down the things that they need to confess to the Lord.

4. Have a time of commitment as a group that you'll hold each other accountable to respond in commitment to 
God's Word in our lives.


